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“He says, ‘It’s not what you wear. It’s how you wear it.’ I had imagined my return as a homecoming. Instead it’s as if he works for Vogue and has called out my counterfeit purse and faux labels.”    







-- from Angie Chau’s Quiet as They Come
“‘You American, child?’

‘No,’ said my son very boldly.

‘Indian then. You Indian, child?’

Adam shifted his weight ‘No.’ He stuck his fist into his little mouth as he sometimes did. I was growing tense. What did my firstborn wish for himself? Some nothingness, some transitory zone where dreams roamed, a border country without passport or language?

‘What you, then?’ Frank insisted, his old man’s voice growing tetchy as he waited.

Raising himself to his full height Adam replied, ‘Jedi, I’m a Jedi knight!”
 





 – from Meena Alexander’s “Fault Lines”

 
English 25:  Asian-American Literature 
Instructor:
   
Shoshanna Tenn
 Email:     stenn@chabotcollege.edu

Office Phone:  
(510) 723-7434 
 Office:   452E (upstairs/blue hall)

Office Hrs:     M/W 11:30am-12:30pm, T/Th 9-10am, T. 2:30-3:30, and by appt.
 

Course Description:
English 25 is an Introduction to literary works of fiction, narrative non-fiction, poetry, and drama that reflect and explore the diversity of the Asian-American experience, with a focus on contemporary works. We will look into the many issues and themes the authors address, including the challenges of immigration and assimilation, generation gaps and culture clashes, oppression from without and from within one’s community, and cultural pride. 


Each of you come from different cultural and life experiences, and will read the literature from your own unique vantage point. While I have a strong background in analyzing literature, I’m no expert on all things Asian or Asian-American! Where you have knowledge on a subject, please share that with the class. Where you have questions, ask. Each class presents an opportunity for all of us to teach as well as learn. 
To succeed in this course, attend each class, come prepared, participate fully, and come see me as soon as you have a question or concern.  Note:  eligibility for English 1A is highly recommended for this course.
Required Texts:

· Angie Chau’s Quiet as They Come
· Maxine Hong Kingston’s Woman Warrior
· Charlie Chan is Dead 2, edited by Jessica Hagedorn
· American Born Chinese, a graphic novel by Gene Luen Yang
**Additional required texts will be distributed as class handouts or available online. 
   This will include poetry and short fiction selections.**
*Important Note on Reading for a Literature class*

To understand and interpret complex literature, you must actively engage with the texts, both in and out of class. Underline passages that seem important or curious or surprising or beautiful, take notes in the margins of your text, and ask questions. If you don’t have any notes or questions, you haven’t read the literature in the manner required for a college class, and you won’t be prepared for the open-book reading quizzes.
Grading:
This class may be taken for a letter grade, or optionally, for Credit/No Credit. Your final grade will be based on the following:

3 short papers (3-5pgs each):


        
30%
Participation in discussions (including Blackboard):       
20%

Reading quizzes                                                             
15%
Ind. or pair dramatic reading and analysis                          
10%
Group presentation                                                          
10%

Final project                                                                     
15%

      

Attendance:
Attending class regularly is essential. Per Chabot policy, I reserve the right to drop you if you miss more than four classes during the semester, or three consecutively. If you arrive to class after attendance is taken, or leave before class has ended, you will be counted as a ½ absence for the day. It is also your responsibility to remind me at the end of the class that you arrived late, or you might be marked absent for the day. If you arrive more than 15 minutes late (or leave class more than 15 minutes early), you will be marked absent for the entire day.
Arriving late is also risky to your grade, as quizzes are often given at the very beginning of class.
Important notes:

· If you miss class, call/email a classmate or me right away so that you don’t fall behind. The Class Blackboard site will also help you keep up with assignments.

· If you foresee a problem completing an essay on time, contact me as soon as possible. I may give you an extension or make special arrangements so you can get your work in.

· Unless you’ve contacted me and arranged an extension, I do not accept late work, and you will not be able to make up any missed tests.

· If you have to miss class on the day an essay is due, make arrangements to get the work to me that day by 4pm to receive credit. (You can use my mailbox in the Lang Arts Division Office, or slip the essay under my office door.)

· Emailing an essay is acceptable in an emergency, but be sure to confirm receipt. If I don’t email you back, I might not have received your email.

· If there are extenuating circumstances (i.e. serious illness, family emergency, etc.), contact me as soon as possible.
Assignments:

We will reflect on the class readings and topics weekly through on-line Blackboard discussions. If you respond to the week’s topic in a thoughtful way, you’ll receive full credit each time. Short, sloppy, or incomplete posts will not receive credit. No late posts or responses will receive credit unless you have made a special arrangement with me.

Essays are due, typed and proofread, at the beginning of class on the assigned due date, unless stated otherwise. No late essays accepted, but rewrites are possible if you believe you can use the opportunity to significantly improve the quality of your work. This is not a composition class, but as an English teacher, I appreciate clear, organized, creative, well-worded, thoughtful work, and grade accordingly.

 

Common Courtesy:
Learning requires a good learning environment. During discussion, it is essential that everyone feels comfortable sharing ideas and opinions about the reading, and listens well to the thoughts and opinions of others. To this end, please make sure your classroom language and behavior are respectful, appropriate, and sensitive to the classroom audience, and keep your cell phone off while in the classroom. Borrowing from my esteemed colleague Stephanie Zappa, “If your cell phone rings, you sing.” If you text, forget what I said about respectful, appropriate classroom behavior…. You’ll see a teacher get mean!
Word of Caution

Plagiarism ruins my whole day. Using someone else’s ideas, information or words without giving that author credit, OR having a friend or relative rewrite or seriously edit your work, will result in a grade of ZERO for that assignment and likely lead to expulsion from the class. Don’t risk it! If you have any questions on plagiarism, please ask me.

Resources:
Take advantage of the many Language Arts services available to you:

· FREE Drop-in tutoring and open computers in the WRAC Center (now in the library)
· FREE Scheduled tutoring in PATH (above the cafeteria in 2351)

· English 107:  Intro to English Grammar (for native speakers)
· English 115:  a personalized writing/ reading/ grammar assistance class (you can enroll by going to the WRAC Center in the first weeks of the semester)
· ESL 114:  Editing for the Advanced ESL Writer

· English 116:  an assessment class if you suspect a learning disability
· WRAC online (resources and handouts on reading and writing)
Not to mention my office hours! I’m here to help, and look forward to working with all of you this semester.

